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Former Keker, Van Nest & Peters Trio Kwun, Bhansali, and Lazarus Launch Litigation 
Boutique 
	

SAN FRANCISCO, May 1, 2018 – Michael Kwun, Asim Bhansali, and Kate Lazarus are pleased 
to announce the opening of their new San Francisco-based law firm, Kwun Bhansali Lazarus 
LLP. 
	

KBL is a litigation and trial firm, focusing on patent, copyright, trademark, antitrust and 
commercial disputes. The firm’s founding members are experienced courtroom advocates who 
have a strong understanding of the legal, business, and technological environments in which 
their clients operate. “KBL has jettisoned the traditional law-firm leverage model and instead has 
built a practice aligned with its clients’ desire for efficient representation,” Michael Kwun said. 
	

“We’re excited about the team we’ve assembled and are looking forward to working together,” 
Asim Bhansali said. “We’re also particularly proud to have assembled a group of lawyers who 
are representative of the diversity of our clients and community, and we’ve pledged to build 
upon that diversity in our hiring.” 
	

Kate Lazarus added: “We expect to grow steadily to meet our clients’ needs. As we do so, we 
will adhere to our core principles of excellence in advocacy and value for our clients.”  
	

Clients such as Google, Facebook, Limelight Networks, and T-Mobile US have recognized the 
firm’s promise and selected KBL as their counsel in several matters.   
	

KBL’s founding members maintain a strong professional relationship with their former firm. 
“After many years at Keker, Van Nest & Peters, the nation’s premier litigation firm, we are very 
pleased to have the support of our colleagues there as Michael, Kate, and I embark on this new 
venture,” Bhansali said.  
	

“Michael, Asim, and Kate are all fierce advocates inside and outside the courtroom. We wish 
them every success with their new firm,” Keker Van Nest & Peters managing partner Steve 
Taylor said. The two firms will continue to work together as co-counsel on several matters. 
	

Michael Kwun formerly served as Google’s first in-house litigator and has been a key member of 
the trial team in multiple ground-breaking copyright cases in federal district court. He has also 
tried cases before the U.S. International Trade Commission and argued before the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Federal Circuit. He rejoined Keker, Van Nest & Peters in 2009, having 
previously worked at the firm from 2000 to 2004. His extensive intellectual property experience 
includes prior work with the Electronic Frontier Foundation, both as a staff attorney and 
cooperating counsel. He clerked for the Honorable Claudia Wilken on the U.S. District Court for 



the Northern District of California. He earned his J.D. from UC Berkeley School of Law and his 
B.G.S. from the University of Michigan. The Daily Journal has named him among the Top 75 IP 
Litigators in California, and he has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Intellectual 
Property and Patent Litigation every year since 2013.   
	

Asim Bhansali has been a partner at Keker, Van Nest & Peters for more than 12 years and has 
had lead and other key roles in state and federal-court jury trials. He has also argued cases in 
multiple appellate courts, including the U.S. Courts of Appeals for Federal and Fifth Circuits and 
the Pennsylvania Superior Court.   He was a partner at Smyser, Kaplan & Veselka in Houston, 
before joining Keker, Van Nest & Peters in 2004. He clerked for the Honorable Ferdinand F. 
Fernandez of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. He earned his J.D. from the 
University of Texas School of Law and his B.B.A from the University of Texas at Austin. He has 
served as President of the Federal Bar Association’s local chapter, a Board member for the 
Northern District of California Practice Program, and a member of the Executive Committee of 
the State Bar Section of Antitrust and Unfair Competition Law. He has been listed in The Best 
Lawyers in America for Intellectual Property and Patent Litigation every year since 2010 and 
was previously named one of the Daily Journal’s Top 20 Under 40 lawyers in California.   
	

Kate Lazarus has extensive litigation experience, including multiple trials in federal district court. 
She maintains an active pro bono practice representing immigrants and refugees. She clerked 
for the Honorable Frederick J. Martone of the U.S. District Court for the District of Arizona and 
for the Honorable Mary H. Murguia of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. She 
earned her J.D. from Columbia University School of Law and her B.A. from Northwestern 
University.  She serves on the Executive Committee of the SF Bar Association’s Barristers’ 
Litigation Section, and she has been named a Rising Star by Super Lawyers. 
	

For more information and complete biographies of the firm’s attorneys, please visit 
www.kblfirm.com.  
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