
Three Keker, Van Nest & Peters LLP 
attorneys have left to form their own 
firm. The Tuesday move by Michael 

Kwun, Asim Bhansali and Kate Lazarus 
follows a series of recent departures from 
John Keker’s boutique. Ashok Ramani, now 
of Davis Polk & Wardell LLP, and Quyen Le 
Ta, now of Boies Schiller Flexner LLP, left 
earlier this year.

The new San Francisco firm — Kwun 
Bhansali Lazarus LLP — will handle patent, 
copyright, trademark, antitrust and commer-
cial dispute cases. Kwun said that they expect 
to keep their clients from Keker.

“It was a gradual process; there really was 
no one moment in time,” Lazarus said of the 
trio’s decision to depart Keker and strike out 
on their own.

Kwun, who was Google’s first in-house 
litigator, said that as firms have increased in 
size in the past few years while technology 
has proliferated, smaller firms have become 
able to do “just as high quality work” with 
available tools. Handling large, complex 
cases can be more cost effective at a small 
shop, he said.

“A lot of people have left Keker over the 
years to do different things, and in my view 
that was always the strength of the firm — 
you know, the kind of people it attracted,” 
Bhansali said.

He said people like Paula Blizzard, who 
went to work at the Federal Communications 
Commission, and Jon Streeter, who became a 
state appellate judge, are examples of Keker 
alumni pursuing interests outside the firm.

“I think of Keker Van Nest as my family,” 
Kwun said. “All of us spent the majority of 
our legal careers at the firm. We learned so 
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Michael Kwun, Asim Bhansali and Kate Lazarus left Keker, Van Nest & Peters this week to start their own 
San Francisco firm.

much at the firm, and I plan on maintaining 
— I think we all expect to maintain — our 
relationships at the firm.”

Bhansali said moving to a smaller firm 
gives the trio a wider range of options in 
terms of the kind of work they are able to take 
on and explore. The attorneys said they are 
looking forward to working on a small team 
and that their familiarity with one another 
is an asset.

“Michael, Asim and Kate are talented 
lawyers and great friends and colleagues,” 
Keker, Van Nest & Peters’ managing partner, 
Steven Taylor, said in an email.

“They will be missed,” he added. “We 
expect to continue collaborating with them. 
Our firm started when John Keker and Bill 
Brockett hung out their own shingle to try 

the most interesting cases they could find. 
We appreciate the entrepreneurial spirit an 
endeavor like this takes, and we wish them 
success.”

Bhansali also said that Kwun Bhansali 
Lazarus’ values and philosophy align with 
and are similar to the values with which the 
attorneys were “raised” at Keker.

Lazarus said the attorneys are in the pro-
cess of setting up an arrangement to co-coun-
sel with Keker attorneys on multiple cases.

“I worked closely with Michael and Asim 
for years when we were at Keker, and they 
are both amongst the smartest, most capable 
lawyers for complex civil litigation in the 
country,” Ramani said in an email. “I wish 
them and Kate all the best on their new ad-
venture together.”


